
AwardsAwards
BanquetBanquet
PostponedPostponed
Due to the continuing

restrictions on gath-
erings during this
COVID-19 pandemic the
Club has decided to post-
pone the Annual Awards
Banquet, scheduled for
January 23rd. We’ll have
to wait until things set-
tle down and restrictions
are lifted for the oppor-
tunity to safely get to-
gether. Until then, every-
one be safe. J
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New Board takes over for 2021
Congratulations to our new 2021 Board! Clockwise

from top left: Manuel Mangrobang (Pres.), Abby
Golden Wilson (Vice Pres.), Jackie Gardner (Treas.),
Barbara Davis (Sec.) and Howard Chien (Sgt.-at-
Arms). We’re sure our Club officers will be organizing a
great year of diving and other activities that everyone
will enjoy. Join in on the Planning Meeting on January 27
or sign up to lead a dive or activity! J

December S3 Report
Grace Chi

It was an overcast and foggy morning when DippersBarbara Davis, Howard Timoney, Ken Agur, coordi-
nator Grace Chi and prospective Dipper Sergei
Kuznetcov met up at South Monastery for the December
12th S3 (Second Saturday Scuba) dive. Although high tide
had just passed and king tides were starting the next day,
the waves were surprisingly low at the southern end so we
geared up, keeping our masks on and staying away from
each other as much as possible.

    
The weather and the last couple of dives convinced the

wetsuit folks to break out their drysuits. Both dives had var-
ious large fishes, clouds of fish hatchlings, and the usual sus-
pects: starfishes, crabs, anemones, etc. Sea lemons were
everywhere and thankfully not a jellyfish was seen. The kelp
roots that detached from the rocks and floated a few feet
above the sand were eerily beautiful. Viz varied but got up
to a milky 30ft at some points and there was occasional mild
to moderate surge.

    
Both dives were over 50 minutes with a water tempera-

ture of 52 degrees. Barbara did a wonderful job of navigation
and even provided individually packaged brownies for the
surface interval. Sergei reached his 150th dive! It was still
cloudy when we packed up. Perhaps the forecasted king
tides deterred people from coming. The only other people we
saw were a group of freedivers and another group of scuba
divers. Lunch at Crossroads BBQ was hot and delicious.
Another great day of diving in Monterey! J

Above, from left, Howard, Barbara, Grace and Sergei head towards
the beach and water for the December S3 dive at South Monastery
beach. See more photos on page 4. (Photos by Ken Agur)
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                                                                                       PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Last month’s General Meeting brought some new
leadership to the Flipper Dippers. Tom Gardner has

stepped down and Manuel Mangrobang has volunteered
to serve as president. Vice President Abby Wilson has
graciously accepted a second term, as well as Jackie
Gardner also accepting a second term as Club Treasurer.
Both our co-secretaries Larry Ankuda and Teresa
Hanson are stepping down. Teresa will be moving to the
San Diego area and Larry has been an officer for many,
many years and decided to take a break. Dennis Nasont

our Sgt-At-Arms is being replaced by new member Howard Chien.

I’d like to give special thanks to Teresa; Not only was she our secretary for
several years but also or Membership Chair and Webex provider and offered
her home for all the business meetings for the last several years. We’re now
looking for a Dipper to step up and take over the position as Membership
chair.

I’d like to thank all our officers new, returning and former for stepping up
and supporting the Flipper Dippers. I’d also like to thank all the Club
members who continue to support the Club even though we are unable to
attend meeting in-person at present due to COVID-19 restrictions.

The Club’s Annual Awards Banquet scheduled for January 23rd has be
postponed until further notice due to restrictions on group gatherings.

Another year has passed by and it’s time to plan for the next year’s activities.
The Annual Planning Meeting scheduled for January 27 will be a virtual
meeting. A preliminary calendar will be emailed to everyone before the
meeting. If you have any ideas or suggestions for the club as far as dives or
other activities be sure to show up and give your suggestions.

It has been a pleasure serving as President for the last 3 years and I hope
the new Club officers have as much fun as I did.

Hopefully the pandemic will be under control within the next few months
and we can all meet again face to face.

– Your (former) president Tom
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Diver’s I.Q. Review Corner
This month we have One (1) Question.  

Question: Can you name these Dippers who attended December’s virtual General Meeting?
J  J See page 7 for the correct answer. J  J

Hint: One is a former Dipper and one is a prospective
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RAFFLE NEWS

Leigh Hartley Tuttle

Well, dang it all! This pandemic deal
sure messed up our BIG

Christmas raffle. Disappointing to be
sure. And with the postponement of our
Awards Banquet we’ll need to hang in
there a bit longer. Be safe!  J

MEMBERSHIP

Teresa Hanson

AsI will soon be moving to the San
Diego area, your Club is needing

someone to take over the Member-
ship position. This is a great way to

be active in the Club and meeting
new divers — both newly certified
and those looking for dive buddies.

We’re always on the lookout for new
divers who are looking for someone
to dive with. So be sure to pass on
this newsletter to anyone you know.
See the Club’s Website for more
membership information.

Happy birthday! If we had a regular
General Meeting, a FREE raffle ticket
would be given to Dennis Nasont and
Manuel Mangrobang who have
joined an elite number of Dippers who
have once again made a complete trip
around the Sun! J

u
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Join us online at our virtualJanuary General Meeting for a
great time to share your latest dive
stories and tell everyone what new
dive gear Santa brought you! J

JANUARY 20TH
VIRTUAL

GENERAL MEETING
ENTERTAINMENT

California Fish and Game
Commission Meets

At its December 9-10
meeting, the California

Fish and Game Commission
acted on several issues
affecting California’s natural
resources. The following are
just a few items of interest
from this week’s meeting.

      
The California

Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) presented
its annual report on the
progress of its statewide Marine Protected Areas Program.
The report highlighted research and monitoring efforts,
outreach and education, enforcement and compliance
statistics, policy, permitting and Tribal engagement.

      
The Commission voted to extend the recreational red

abalone fishery closure sunset date by an additional five
years to April 1, 2026.

      
The Commission adopted new regulations for the

recreational crab fishery intended to provide additional
whale and turtle protections. These changes will take effect
at the start of next season scheduled for November 2021.

      
The Commission also adopted new regulations

regarding recreational take of sea urchins in Caspar Cove
and Tanker Reef to evaluate mechanisms to promote kelp
recovery.  J

Stingrays and electric rays could be used to
electronically map the deep ocean floor

Researchers from the Riken Center for Biosystems
Dynamic Research conducted a study to find if stingrays

and electric rays could
be used to map out the
largely unexplored
ocean floor. The team
believed that by
equipping the rays with
pingers, they would be
able to map out the
ocean floor with natural
exploration.

      
The new system relies on the natural swimming

behavior of electric rays and stingrays. These rays are
benthic animals, which means they spend most of their time
swimming on the ocean floor in deep places.

      
The team’s new mapping method is cost-effective. The

electric rays' electricity could be used to power their small
pingers. Pingers are devices that emit an ultrasonic sound,
which is picked up by receivers. The position of the receivers
and the time when the sound was detected can be used to
calculate the position of the pinger. Cameras attached to the
rays capture video of the rays exploring. The timing of the
recorded video could be linked to the timing and location of
the ray pings to create accurate maps of the ocean floor.

      
The first study was conducted in a large tank. Three

cameras were placed on three planes of the tank, front, side
and top. This study verified that both types of rays swim
near the bottom of the tank. Images taken by a camera
allowed the team to create a 3D reconstruction of
movements over time. It also confirmed that a camera could
be attached to rays to record video of their exploration.

      
Once the team was confident in their initial findings,

they conducted a second study in a natural environment.
Their proof of concept experiment happened in an area off of
Okinawa in Japan. The team chose this area because it is a
relatively flat seabed. The seabed depth was 20 m. The team
attached pingers to stingrays and electric rays and lowered
them into the ocean from a large boat with four ultrasound
receivers. The rays were allowed to swim about 40 m out
from the boat. While the rays were swimming for about two
hours, the team recorded the pinger derived positions.

      
After the study, the team compared data with a seabed

map of the area that already existed. They confirmed that
the ray positions were within 10 cm of what the map
showed. The results were similar in both kinds of rays,
which is important because rays are seasonal animals.

      
The ocean experiment allowed the team to confirm that

electronic rays move around the seabed. The team plans to
test their system for long term monitoring. Long term

monitoring would
require pingers that
electric rays can self-
charge and wearable
battery packs for
stingrays. They also
plan more testing in
an area with more
varied seabed with
complex geometry.  J
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South Monastery December S3 Dive
Let’s Get Wet! And wet they did get . . . Below, Barbara
Davis and Grace Chi get suited up in their drysuits. Right,
Howard Timoney (taking a big bite out of his regulator) and
Sergei Kuznetcov wait for the others. Bottom, Sergei,
Grace, Barbara, Howard and Ken Agur are ready for a good
take-out meal at the Crossroads BBQ after the dive. And that
harbor seal on the beach was waiting for the group to get in
the water! J
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November’s Breakwater Dive
“You can’t handle the truth!”

Full of Thanksgiving turkey, a number of Dippers joined
Vice President, Abby Golden Wilson for a jump into the

ocean at the Breakwater on Saturday, November 28th. Six
fellow Flipper Dippers joined Abby including, below from
left, Mike “Cha-loop” Chalup, Ken Agur, Abby, Howard
“Former Emperor and Dear Leader for Life” Timoney, Carl
Tuttle, Jim Rezowalli and Barbara Davis – holding her
‘Diver’s Delight’ brownies. For the first dive, all of the group
made their way out to the metridium field and back –
although a few took the “Scenic Route” back to the beach.
For the second dive, only Ken, Barbara, Mike, Howard and
Carl made the dive. Some in the group thought the water
was too cold (48 deg.) diving in a wetsuit to make the second
dive. “Wimps!” exclaimed Carl. For many years, Carl would
lead a 1-day ab grab to Timber Cove, the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, but as abalone fishing has been closed, this is
the next best thing to burning off those extra pounds.  J

Mike gets ready inMike gets ready in
the warm sun.the warm sun.

BarbaraBarbara
thinks thesethinks these
socks willsocks will
keep herkeep her
toes toasty.toes toasty.

Ben joined the group asBen joined the group as
‘Official Key Holder’‘Official Key Holder’

while the others were inwhile the others were in
the water.the water.

Vice President AbbyVice President Abby
says, “Go get yoursays, “Go get your
gear on! We camegear on! We came

here to dive!”here to dive!”

Howard is suited upHoward is suited up
and ready to go.and ready to go.
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Pink Manta is
'Inspector Clouseau'

Freediver Kristian Laine photographed this
rare pink manta off Lady Elliot Island, off

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. Known by local
divers as Inspector Clouseau (from the Pink
Panther movies) and first spotted in 2015, it has
been encountered fewer than a dozen times. In
these days of digital enhancement of photos,
scientists with the Australian research group
Project Manta, who study the rosy ray, have
confirmed its color to be real. Solomon David, an
aquatic ecologist at Louisiana’s Nicholls State
University, suspects the mutation is a condition
called erythrism, which causes an animal’s skin
pigmentation to be reddish, or in some cases,
pink.  J
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Diver’s I.Q. Review Answers
(from page 2) Did you know who the
Dippers are? Well let’s see if you
guessed right:

1. Jackie Gardner
2. Tom Gardner

3. Howard Timoney
4. Barbara Davis
5. Rob Wolf - Former Dipper now

living in Alaska!
6. Howard Chien
7. Abby Golden Wilson
8. Dennis Nasont

9. Kelly Drake
10. Ken Agur
11. Manuel Mangrobang
12. Steve Fortino - Prospective
13. Larry Ankuda
14. Carl Tuttle

J  Did you miss the meeting? We missed you! J



J NOTICE J

With the social distance order in
place around the state to deal

with the COVID-19 pandemic, both
the Business and General Meetings
will be “virtual” meetings.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
BUSINESS MEETING 7:30 PM 
The business meeting will be held
virtually. All members are invit-
ed to attend. Please email Carl
Tuttle or Abby Golden Wilson if
you need the link to join. Bring
your own food, drinks and internet
connection and let’s start dis-
cussing ideas for 2021!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
SECOND SATURDAY SCUBA (S3)
BEACH DIVE
The details of this month’s S3 dive
will be determined closer to the
event due to current COVID
restrictions. Email will be sent out
to club members and prospective
members with information.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
POSTPONED Due to the current
COVID case numbers and state
and local restrictions on dining, the
San Jose Flipper Dippers have
decided to postpone our annual
awards banquet to later this year.
We are looking forward to celebrat-
ing our members together when it
is safe to do so!

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING
Annual meeting to plan the Club’s
calendar for the coming year.
Meeting will be held virtually. A
preliminary calender will be
emailed to Club members. You are
encouraged to join in and share
your ideas for dives and other Club
events. All new and continuing offi-
cers and committee heads should
plan to attend. The meeting will be
held virtually and will begin
promptly at 7:30pm. Please contact
Abby Golden Wilson or Carl
Tuttle for a link to the meeting.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

UPCOMING IN FEBRUARY
03 Business Meeting
13 S3 Dive
17 General Meeting

J J J J J

D I V E &  A C T I V I T Y C A L E N D A R
ABBY GOLDEN WILSON          WWW.SJFLIPPERDIPPERS.COM                  JANUARY 2021
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* NOTE: All certified divers are encouraged to attend San Jose Flipper Dippers’ dives.
Non-Club members will be required to show proof of certification to the dive coordinator prior to entering the water with our group.

Please sign up for dives at the General Meeting or call the coordinator. This is needed in case of cancelation or changes.

GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JAN 20

7:30 PM
Celebrating 56 Years

Join us online for our Virtual
General Meeting via WebEx.

Virtual meeting – everyone is wel-
come to join in the fun!

Please contact us on our website,
or email the club VP,
Abby Golden Wilson

(abbygolden15@gmail.com),
if you would like to attend.

J J J J J

Annual Club Planning Meeting

Our annual Club Planning Meeting for 2021 has
been scheduled for a virtual meeting on

Wednesday, January 27, at 7:30 PM.

    
This is where the decisions are made on dates

for major Club events and activities, and the mas-
ter calendar for the year is set. All new 2021 Club
officers AND committee heads should plan to
attend. An email with virtual meeting sign-in
information and preliminary calendar will be sent
out to all Club members.
    Any members interested in being involved in
planning Club dives and activities are encouraged
to join us. Everyone please enjoy your appetizer-
type dish along with something to drink. The meet-
ing will be held virtually and will begin promptly at
7:30pm. Please contact Abby Golden Wilson or Carl
Tuttle for a link to the meeting. J

Recognize This Place? This early photo is of sailing
vessels in the Van Damme cove at Little River when the

area was used to load and transport lumber.  J
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San Jose Flipper Dippers
c/o 1108 Sunset Landing

Rio Vista, CA 94571-5148

Follow and Like Us
on Facebook!

Jan 1          J  Happy New Year!  J
Jan 6          Business Meeting
Jan 9          Second Saturday SCUBA
Jan 20        * General Meeting
Jan 23        Annual Awards Banquet – Postponed
Jan 27        Annual Planning Meeting
Feb 3          Business Meeting
Feb 13        Second Saturday SCUBA
Feb 17        * General Meeting
Mar 3         Business Meeting
Mar 13       Second Saturday SCUBA
Mar 17       * General Meeting

Watch This Space – Much More To Come!
See the Club’s Website for the full Calendar

Are you looking for
someone to dive with?

The Flipper
Dippers

are an active
group of
SCUBA divers
with our S3
(Second
Saturday
Scuba) dives
every month.
If you need
someone to
dive with, join
us!  J


