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S3 Dive Report
Jackie Gardner

arbara Davis,
B
Howard Timoney,
Ken Agur, Grace Chi,
and Tom Gardner all
met at 8:00 am sharp at
North Monastery Beach
for our March 13th S3
Dive. However it was to
rough to get in there so
we all moved to South
Monastery. I stayed out
Who’s ready to go diving? Above, from left, Ken, Grace, Tom, Howard and
of the water and took
Barbara are all “Thumbs Up” for diving at South Monastery Beach.
pictures as my broken
little toe still hurts
too much to dive.
Visibility was
reported to be 10 to
15 feet. Crummy
conditions to say
the least. Every
one was a little disappointed and the
only person who
wanted to do a secBarbara, Howard, Ken, Grace and Tom are ready to get wet.
ond dive was
Barbara. Howard,
being the kind person he is, decided to join her and both said
the second dive was better than the first.
They stayed closer to south rocks and their
dive conditions improved. The water was
a chilly 47 degrees. After the dives, we all
attended a great lunch at Roadhouse Cafe
south of Carmel. J
Clockwise from right, Barbara and Howard going
for two! Howard’s helping hands with Grace’s
neck seal. Ken and Howard ‘Hang Loose.’

What’s a CenCal?

his is a partial history of
CenCal, a time frame within
T
my own history in the Council By Carol Rose
CenCal Past President

1976 to present. CenCal started
in 1959, so it has a long history
of ‘doing’ for divers. The Central
California Council of Diving
Clubs, Inc. is better known as
CenCal. It is a north/central
California recreational diver
membership organization, a tax
exempt, not for profit corporation formed in 1959.
continues on page 5
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
t’s been at least a year since the COVID lock down
started and many businesses have already started
opening up. We just got word that the Knights of
Columbus has reopened their meeting hall and we can
start having our in-person meetings there again. We
will discuss this with the members first before
deciding on anything since some of us can’t make the
meeting in person for one reason or another. Be sure
to tune into the Business Meeting on April 7th,
via Skype, for discussions and more information.

I

And finally, dive trips might be starting up again, and some Dippers have
expressed wanting to plan a international Club trip. Those who want to go
on international – and domestic – trips should make sure that the
destination is actually open and you can get back home safely!

12th Annual U/W Easter Egg Hunt
Second Saturday Scuba (S3)
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IT’S BACK!
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Didn’t Shoot the Tanks! – Manuel

w w w. S J F l i p p e r D i p p e r s . c o m
Follow and Like Us on Facebook

F F I C E R S

People are getting antsy to go diving so much that we just got two
prospective members to drop by the virtual March General Meeting. We
hope to see them at the April 10th Underwater Easter Egg Hunt. We had
to skip last year’s hunt due to the lock down, but I think there will be a
good turnout for those who want to go diving.

April 10th at Del Monte Beach
(See Page 7 for Details)
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Dippers
Celebrate
57 Years!
he San Jose Flipper Dippers,
one of the oldest and most active
dive clubs in Northern California,
began its odyssey back in 1964 with a
small group of SCUBA instructors and
other devoted divers dedicated to the
promotion of safety and diver training.
By 1965 the Club had a “Charter
Member” list of 46 divers strong. The
first edition of this newsletter was published in April 1965 and consisted of
two pages! Happy Birthday!

T
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This year’s anniversary salutes those
who have been Club members for:
20 or more consecutive years
Carl Tuttle ’72
Jerry Richards ’82
Steve Richards ’84
Barbara Zwieg ’85
Bill Shipman ’86
Mike Chalup ’88
Kelly Drake ’88
Hunter Reid ’88
Don Mercado ‘88
Barbara Davis ‘93
Larry Ankuda ‘94
Greg Davis ‘94
Dennis Nasont ‘98
10 or more consecutive years
Jim Rezowalli ’05
Adam Nasont ’05
John Snyder ’07
Howard Timoney ’07
Tom Gardner ’09
Jackie Gardner ’11

RAFFLE NEWS
Leigh Hartley Tuttle

ell, time is marching on. We can’t
wait to meet again, in person . . .
Let’s be safe out there! J

W

MEMBERSHIP
Ken Agur

elcome Carri Edgar who has
W
signed up as a Prospective
Member. The U/W Easter Egg S3

He will soon be
starting a cardio
rehab program.
His Cardiologist
promises “that
he will be in the
best shape of his
life after rehab
and be able to
dive
again.”
However, as
Mike said, “For
the moment I’m on the beach.”
Get well soon, Mike! J

Dive is this month and we hope to
see you there!

APRIL 21ST
IN-PERSON (?)
OR VIRTUAL
GENERAL MEETING
ENTERTAINMENT

Happy birthday! If we had a regular General Meeting, a FREE raffle
ticket would be given to Greg Davis,
Jim Rezowalli and Brian Zaugg
who have made the slow and hazardous journey traveling around the
Sun in 8,544 hours!
Fellow Flipper Dipper Mike
Chalup had to undergo some heart
surgery as a coronary artery was 95%
blocked and a stent was installed to
restore blood flow. As Mike put it,
“Nothing dramatic happened – I drove
myself to and walked into Good Samaritan Hospital ER on Friday and walked
out and drove myself home on Sunday.”

Dippers Hit the
Frozen Slopes

’s possible we’ll have in-person
General Meetings starting this
month and/or online virtual via
Skype. General Meetings are a
great time to share your latest
dive stories and tell everyone how
your drysuit didn’t stay dry! J

I

ippers Jim and Gabi
Rezowalli, John
D
Snyder, Carl Tuttle with
Dipper friends Robert Huff
and Scott Schoenborn
met up at Northstar Ski
Resort for a couple of days
of skiing. The snow was
good and crowds were
sparse so everyone got lots
of runs in. J
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From left, Carl, Robert, John and Scott

Carl, “Cheers!”
John, “I’m pooped!”
Gabi & Jim
3
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FSC (Fourth Sunday Cycle)
Photos: Jackie Gardner
im Rezowalli lead a group of Dippers and friends
J
along the Coyote Creek Trail in South San Jose. This
time the tour headed north where the weather was pleasant and the ride enjoyed by everyone (including the unnamed Dipper who crashed and broke two ribs on
January’s ride!). Jim brought his drone to capture the ride
too. Big Fun! After the ride some of the group ‘socially-distance’ gathered at Jim’s home, in Morgan Hill, for snacks
and liquid refreshments. See, we do more than jump in the
water. Why not join in on this month’s ride? J

Howard Chien & Frances

Carl Jr. with dad, Carl Tuttle: Do they look alike?
Tom & Jackie Gardner

Carl Jr, “My New Bike!”

Gabi & Jim Rezowalli

The group waves to the drone, “Buh-By”
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continued from the front page

But the question is: What has CenCal been doing and what has
it done for me lately?
Current Issues: abalone and abalone FMP (Fishery
Management Plan), near shore fisheries, Marine Protected Areas,
Kelp, Urchins, Access and the Marine Life Management/Protections
Acts. Many hours are spent by many persons at many meetings,
writing letters and making contacts, so divers are represented and
heard.
Abalone is always a key issue. The Abalone Management and
Recovery Plan (AMRC), in part, set limits on ‘take,’ and the 2012
heavy die off in Sonoma County reduced the population dramatically,
and important
regulatory
changes were
made.
Now
California is facing a perfect
storm:
warm
water, sea urchin
explosion, star
fish die off and
s t a r v i n g
abalone. North
of San Francisco some 95% of the kelp is gone as a result of an
urchin explosion. There has been some action on reduction of
urchins – unlimited take in 2 coves. Also, the DFW is working on an
abalone FMP which will take the place of the AMRC.
CenCal sits on the RAAC, Recreational Abalone Advisory
Committee, a state panel with authority to recommend use of
abalone tag moneys and to evaluate suggested changes in the State
Fish & Wildlife regulations on bag limit, daily take and so forth. Of
course at the moment, abalone season has been closed for 2 years
and will be closed for at least 5 years more. With no season, no tags
or money, so the RAAC is in limbo.

So What is CenCal good for?
It’s good for Access
Ever Dive? Carmel River Beach? The Monterey Land Use Plan
wanted to ban divers from crossing the beach except at either end.
Constant and persistent CenCal testimony to the Coastal
Commission prevented access restriction.
Ever dive? Lovers Point Cove? Pacific Grove passed an ordinance preventing diving in the Cove for 5 months each year, CenCal
initiated successful litigation preventing the closure.
Ever Dive? Stillwater Cove on the 17 Mile Drive? You can thank
CenCal for collecting the usage data and being persistent before the
Coastal Commission. The result was not only access but open bathrooms, parking and the pier. And current observation keeps the
Pebble Beach access open.
Ever Dive? Monastery Beach? The Monterey Land Use Plan
would have closed all parking or a built parking on the far side of
Highway 1 – sometime. CenCal kept the existing parking area open.

Its good for information
Ever get a ticket for your inflatable boat? Some years ago the
Coast Guard began ticketing - with every right - inflatable boats for
many irregularities. CenCal has all the regulations on paper; created
a brochure and sent it to all stores selling inflatables, all dive stores,
all dive clubs, so boat owners now know!
CenCal worked for the Prop 132 Reserve Initiative banning
inshore gill nets in Southern California and provided for 4 reserves.

u

CenCal achieved locations for the new reserves with little impact on
recreational diving.
On the Marine Resources front:
Is always been good for Abalone
CenCal collected thousands of signatures opposing any commercial abalone fishery on the north coast. There is now a law against
such a fishery. CenCal sits on the DFG Recreational Abalone
Advisory Committee, and CenCal did not give up on action for an
Abalone Stamp which provided funds for enforcement and research
for abalone.
In 1997 CenCal worked tirelessly to gain passage of SB463 which
provided for the Abalone Stamp, closed recreational and commercial
abalone harvest
south of the
Golden
Gate
Bridge (including
off
shore
Islands) and provided for recovery
of
the
a b a l o n e
resource. The
Bill passed and
was signed.
It’s Good for Halibut
Halibut was under great pressure, and CenCal provided expertise
at meetings to change the ‘experimental’ fishery demolishing the
population, tearing up the bottom and wasting incredible amounts of
‘incidental catch.’
It’s Good for lobster
CenCal works with the other California Councils on lobster issues
to benefit divers. Lobster season now opens a little earlier just for
divers.

Its good for competitive divers
For skin divers who want competition; for underwater
hockey/rugby players who want to go to world championships.
CenCal provides insurance for pools/venus to play U/W sport or to
other needed coverages. CenCal has all this, and these activities are
entirely self funded by using groups.

Its good for education
CenCal has an annual college Scholarship, a $1000 grant given
to a worthy California diver student each year.
CenCal has two websites: cencal.org – where members and all
other divers are able keep up on current issues, upcoming calendar
of dive events and activities. And cencalspearfishing.org – which
deals exclusively with skindiving spearfishing.

If it sounds as if CenCal is a busy organization, it is.
Keeping up with the legislature, Calif. Fish & Wildlife, Parks &
Recreation, Monterey Bay Sanctuary, and the Coastal Commission
is a full time job – and it is all managed by volunteers. The council
meets via Zoom conference in odd months on the last Wednesday,
and all CenCal members and other divers are welcome. More help
is really really needed. Can you help out? Give us/me a call (650224-8353) or email: 3mcircle@gmail.com.Whatever you can offer,
lots of things can be done from home. More Hands = Lighter Work.
And That’s a CenCal and What it Does for You and All California
Divers . . . J
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March 27th Dive Report
Barbara Davis
oward Timoney (aka Deposed President, Former
Emperor and Dear Leader for Life) decided
conditions looked good for a dive on Saturday, March
27th as the wave models were trending
down. Intrepid souls Barbara Davis
and Ken Agur were also available and
the plan was to meet at North
Monastery.
However,
trends
notwithstanding, North Monastery did
not look good, so we regrouped at South
Monastery. Which also didn’t look good,
so we headed for the Breakwater
instead.
Much better! By this time it was
8:30 am, so we had to park in the upper
lot. There were quite few classes set up
on the lawn and a couple of canopies
from local dive shops. It was a beautiful
sunny day in Monterey and we looked
forward to a couple of nice dives.
Our first dive was along the pipe to
the metridiums. We couldn’t quite see the pipe from the
surface, but we quickly located it once we had descended.
After a quick swim along the pipe, we reached the first
group of metridiums. Viz ranged up to 20 feet but the
water was cold! Temps ranged from 46-49 degrees
depending on whose computer you consulted. Howard’s
drysuit is still out for zipper replacement, so he did a fair
bit of swimming around during the dive to stay warm
(well, to not freeze). The metridiums were all open and
the other usual critters were in attendance, including
several different species of nudibranch and a large crab.
Barbara was trying out her new mask and was happy to
report it is very comfortable and there were no fogging
issues. We returned along the pipe and navigated to the
beach without mishap. On the way back to the car,
Barbara found a mask in the sand near the stairs and
later dropped it off at the local dive shop and posted
about it on Facebook. We hope it is reunited with its
owner.
After the long haul back to the upper parking lot,
Ken decided he had schlepped his gear far enough for one
day and so decided to sit out the second dive. Howard
tried to warm up with the copious use of hot water and
jumping up and down in the sun.

H
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Barbara and Howard decided to visit the sea lions for
the second dive. We entered along the wall and navigated
our way around the numerous other divers and classes in
the water. We swam out to #7 on the wall and descended.
A 10-minute swim along the bottom put us near the end
of the wall and the sea lions appeared on schedule. We
hung there for about 20 minutes
enjoying our interaction with the
playful sea lions. Howard reported
getting some good video footage. Temp
was again a chilly 48 degrees. We then
made our way back along the wall and
exited without any major mishaps. Due
to the uneven ground, Barbara did lose
her balance and fall to her knees in
shallow water after removing her fins.
However, she just turned around and
crawled back out until the water was
deep enough to support the weight of
the gear and stood up again. The second
attempt to exit was without incident.
We all enjoyed a nice lunch in the
sun at Pig Wizard.
Score card:
• 3 went into the water on the first dive, 3 came out on
their own power.
• 2 went into the water on the second dive, 2 came out on
their own power.
• 10-20 ft visibility
• 46-49 degrees cold reported underwater, depending on
which computer you were looking at
• 40-ft and 44-ft maximum depths
• 38-minute and 50-minute dive times
• Little to no surge underwater
• Minor wave action
• Lots of sun
• 1 feisty crab
• 1 cormorant underwater
• Several sea lions on the surface
• Many acrobatic sea lions underwater
• The usual Metridium Field and Breakwater critters
The moral of the story:
Ya shoulda’ been there.

J J J Go diving! J J J

DIVE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
A BBY G OLDEN W ILSON
THURSDAY APRIL 1
POINT LOBOS RESERVATIONS
On April 1, May reservations become
available for Point Lobos. Make
sure to coordinate with Jim
Rezowalli and your dive buddy to
make reservations for the May S3
Dive on Saturday May 8 if you plan
to attend.
SATURDAY, APRIL 3
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

WWW .SJF LIPPER D IPPERS . COM
will win the great prizes (brown
eggs this year?). Wharf parking is
available or park in the parking lot.
Meet on the wharf next to the beach
for a pre-hunt briefing. Bring 2
tanks and plan on making a 2nd
dive under the wharf. Please RSVP
in case the dive gets canceled.
SATURDAY, APRIL 17
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
BUSINESS MEETING 7:30 PM
The meeting will be held virtually via
Skype. All members are invited to
attend. Please email Carl Tuttle
or Abby Golden Wilson if you
need the link to join. Bring your
own food, drinks, and internet connection and let’s discuss ideas for
how we can stay connected while
apart!
SATURDAY, APRIL 10
SECOND SATURDAY SCUBA (S3)
12th ANNUAL U/W EASTER
EGG HUNT Coordinator: Jim
Rezowalli,
jimandthebeach@
gmail.com, 408-293-7390. Meet at
8:00 AM at Del Monte Beach to dive
for Easter Eggs! Numbered eggs
will be dropped in depths of 25 to 40
feet. Contestants will line up on the
beach and when the whistle blows,
the race is on! The divers that
return with the highest sum of
numbers on the eggs they bring up

GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21

7:30 PM
TBD: Dippers are now able to meet
in person starting this month.
7:30 PM at the Knights of
Columbus Santa Maria Hall
2211 Shamrock Dr., Campbell.
Celebrate 57 Years of the
San Jose Flipper Dippers
at our General Meeting.
Entertainment:
J Happy Birthday Dippers!
J Socially Safe Social Hour
J Great Raffle Prizes

A P R I L 2021
SUNDAY APRIL 25
FOURTH SUNDAY CYCLE
Coordinator: Jim Rezowalli, Phone
408-293-7390, email: jimandthe
beach@gmail.com. Join us for our
monthly Fourth Sunday Cycle at
10:30AM. Next up: Santa Cruz
area. Exact location TBD. Details
will be sent out via email so be sure
to sign up! Remember to bring
your bike and helmet, some water,
and a snack!
Note: We’ve moved all our upcoming
rides from Saturdays to Sundays.

UPCOMING IN MAY
05 Business Meeting – Virtual
08 Second Saturday SCUBA –
Point Lobos
19 General Meeting –
In Person & Virtual
23 Fourth Sunday Cycle (FSC)
26-30 Memorial Day Weekend
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For those who choose not to
attend in person you can still
join via Skype or conference call.
Please contact us on our website,
or email the club VP,
Abby Golden Wilson
(abbygolden15@gmail.com),
if you would like to attend.
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IT’S BACK!
12th Annual U/W Easter Egg Hunt
April Second Saturday Scuba (S3)

n April 10, Dippers will be hustling to find 36 (or
more!) eggs, numbered 1 to 36, distributed at
random for this year’s 12th Annual Underwater
Easter Egg Hunt, at Del Monte Beach. This is a LOT
of FUN! Last year there was a virtual hunt and no
one got wet. This year’s coordinator, Jim Rezowalli,
promises great prizes will be in store – any chocolate
bunnies? Prizes will be given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place for the highest totals added together from the
numbers written on the eggs. Be sure to sign up with
Jim. jimandthebeach@ gmail.com, 408-293-7390! J

O

The 7th Annual U/W Easter Egg Hunt participants
included, from left, Jim, Grace, Steven, John, Manuel,
Anton, Mike, Barbara, Brian, Carl and Tom.

* NOTE: All certified divers are encouraged to attend San Jose Flipper Dippers’ dives.
Non-Club members will be required to show proof of certification to the dive coordinator prior to entering the water with our group.
Please sign up for dives at the General Meeting or call the coordinator. This is needed in case of cancelation or changes.
7

San Jose Flipper Dippers
c/o 1108 Sunset Landing
Rio Vista, CA 94571-5148

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Follow and Like Us
on Facebook!

2021 COMING EVENTS

* Pt. Lobos Reservations for May 8

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

1
7
10
21
25

May
May
May
May
May

5
8
19
23
26-30

June
June
June
June

2
12
16
27

Business Meeting
Second Saturday SCUBA - Easter Egg Hunt
* General Meeting - SJFD 57 Years Old!
Fourth Sunday Cycle (FSC)
Business Meeting
Second Saturday SCUBA Pt. Lobos
* General Meeting - Spring Raffle?
Fourth Sunday Cycle (FSC)
Memorial Day Weekend
Business Meeting
Second Saturday SCUBA - Boat Dive
* General Meeting - Food Drive
Fourth Sunday Cycle (FSC)

Are you ready to ride?
oin the Flipper Dippers’
J
Fourth Sunday Cycle (FSC)
where we join up at great locations to take easy bike rides for
fun. This is another great opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors, get some healthy exercise,
fresh air and have a few laughs
with great people! Someone
might
just be
available
to check
on your
safety! J

Watch This Space – Much More To Come!
See the Club’s Website for the full Calendar
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